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• Rustenburg : Platinum Belt’ mining area:  the largest in the 
world. 
 

• “One in four women reported being raped in her lifetime‚ 
putting her at greater risk of HIV acquisition” (MSF report) 
 

• The Rustenburg project provides emergency medical and 
psychosocial care to victims of sexual violence in Rustenburg 

 
 

1- Context 



2- TOR and methododology 

-  
 Challenge: project´s challenge is to improve access to target population (ideally SGBV < 

72h) 
 
 TOR: “Gather anthropological information to understand the specific local configuration 

of sexual violence and trigger-elements for health seeking behavior” 
     Make recommendations for Health Promotion and Community Engagement strategy. 
 
 Methodology: semi-directed interviews, focus groups and SCT (Social Cartography Tool) 

applied to 5 areas.   
 

  



Conceptual Anthropological Tool Kit 
 

 Violence is not a self-explicit concept.  
 

 No Top-down approach of sexual violence, understand first sexuality in violent contexts. 
 
 People are not “used to” violence or sexual violence, neither don´t they do nothing about it. 

They do suffer from it and have their own resolution modes.  
 
 Uses and abuses of culture: no symbolic hidden order to discover  

 
 

3- Mapping sex as usual 



 
 
 

 

4- The “traditional” gender arrangements 
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socially 
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4- The “traditional” gender arrangements 

Intimacy is 
socially 

negotiated  

Lobola 

Bonyatsi 

   

Ukutwala 

Chobeliso 

“property in cash or 
kind, which a 
prospective husband 
undertakes to give to 
the prospective wife’s 
family in consideration 
of a customary 
marriage” 



 
 
 

 

4- The “traditional” gender arrangements 

Intimacy is 
socially 

negotiated  

Lobola 

Bonyatsi 

   

Ukutwala 

Chobeliso 

“in Basotho society the 
ritual elopement of a girl 
to engage marriage 
discussion on the bohali 
(Basotho word for 
lobola):” 



 
 
 

 

4- The “traditional” gender arrangements 

Intimacy is 
socially 

negotiated  

Lobola 

Bonyatsi 

   

Ukutwala 

Chobeliso 

Meaning “to be carried”, 
Ukuthwala is likewise 
chobeliso the “practice 
of abducting young girls 
and forcing them into 
marriage, often with the 
consent of their 
parents” 



 
 
 

 

4- 4- The “traditional” gender arrangements 

Intimacy is 
socially 

negotiated  

Lobola 

Bonyatsi 

   

Ukutwala 

Chobeliso 

Bonyatsi: Bonyatsi is 
consented adultery in 
which a woman who has 
never been married 
engages intimate 
relations with a married 
man in exchange for 
gifts 



A common pattern from the above: a specific male/female relation, 
whether formal or informal, is always negotiated at collective level and as 
such won´t be considered as deviant (violent in our terms), unless the 
negotiations fail to achieve or are disrespected.   

4- The “traditional” gender arrangements 



5- Mining: a powerful (des)organizer of 
gender relations and sexual relations  

Disrespect 
of lobola 

Short-term 
cohabitation 

Single-sex 
coumpound 
and Shebeen 

Queens 

Blesser/ 

blessee 

Chobeliso 
as rape  



5- Mining: a powerful (des)organizer of 
gender relations and sexual relations  
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Thanks to the Rustenburg project, the Cell, and all the social cartography 
participants! 


