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WOMEN were kidnapped all the time  
·  When I was 15, a relative tried to sex-
ually ABUSE me · The minute I was 
alone, they would have RAPED me · 
In LYBIA I was sleeping under trucks 
and buses as I DIDN’T HAVE ANY 
MONEY · I know if I tell my MOM I am 
in Libya, she will be crying everyday · 
They said that if I had sex with them, 
they could take me without money. I 
HAD NO CHOICE.
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The Central Mediterranean Sea is consid-
ered the deadliest migration route, but for 
many of those who risk their lives to cross 
the sea, this is only the ultimate part of a 
perilous and excruciating journey. MSF, 
along with UN agencies and other interna-
tional NGOs have repeatedly documented 
and denounced the cycle of violence, abuse 
and ill-treatment that migrants and refugees 
endure during their journey. Among them, 
women are not spared from such violence 
and are often the victims of abuse, sexual 
exploitation and gender-based violence.  
Since 2015, Doctors Without Borders (MSF)  
has been active in search and rescue opera-
tions in the Mediterranean Sea, saving over 
85,000 lives. Since May 2021, the organiza-
tion has been operating onboard the search 
and rescue vessel Geo Barents, rescuing over 
6,156 people, over 327 of whom were women.

Background
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Any persons crossing the sea to flee a situa-
tion or find a better life is in a very vulner-
able position, but women, just for being born 
women, face other kinds of discrimination and 
gender-related difficulties. In addition to that, 
women represent a minority – only 5% of the 
survivors are women – which makes it difficult 
for their voices to be heard. On the other hand, 
when we ask the rescued young men about 
the people they left behind or the reasons for 
their journey, a woman is always mentioned. 
This initiative, “Tales of Women at Sea”, there-
fore focuses on the women rescued, as well 
as on the men who left a woman behind 
and their connection to that specific woman. 
Through portraits and testimonies, the survi-
vors describe the path that led them to cross 
the Mediterranean at that particular moment, 
with a specific focus on the precarious situa-
tion in which women find themselves before 
attempting the crossing. The voices of the 
survivors are combined with testimonies from 

Project
female rescuers, who explain why they are 
involved in this life-saving work and the bond 
they form with the survivors after the rescue.
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Iran
Mahka Eslami is an Iranian photographer, who 
was born in Paris and lived there until the 
age of seven before her parents returned to 
Tehran, where she reconnected with her roots. 
While studying engineering in Iran, she worked as 
a journalist for the protest weekly Chelcheragh. 
She returned to France where she finished her 
engineering studies before branching out into 
documentary photography and transmedia 
writing to become an independent photographer.
Her work is divided between photojournal-
istic commissions for the press and long-term 
documentary work, focusing on the way territory 
shapes the construction of community identity. 
Her work has been published in Le Monde, 
Libération, Society, Néon, Les Inrockuptibles, 
etc. In 2022, her series « Once upon a time a 
gypsy mayor » was the subject of a solo exhibi-
tion at the Carcassonne Political Film Festival.
In 2021, she was awarded the Cnap grant 

(National Center for Plastic Arts) for a work 
in progress between the shores of northern 
France and the mountains of Kurdistan.  
She is a member of the Divergence collective.

Mahka Eslami
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Nigeria
A lens-based artist and documentarian out of 
Lagos, Nigeria whose work revolves around 
African history, culture, spiritual traditions 
as well as social and environmental issues.
Her works have been exhibited both locally 
and internationally including Rencontres de 
Bamako Biennial of African Photography- 
Bamako, Eyes On Main Street Festival- 
North Carolina, VideoEX Festival- Zurich, 
Ndiva Women’s Film Festival- Accra.
She was awarded the Reuters Yannis Behrakis 
Photojournalism Grant in 2021, named a 
finalist for the 2021 Art X Prize and shortlisted 
for the Wellcome Photography Prize 2020.
Her documentary works have appeared 
in numerous publications including The 
New York Times, The Guardian, Aljazeera, 
Reuters, Quartz, Geographical Magazine.
She is also an educator conducting train-
ings, workshops and talks on Film 
and Photography across Africa.

Nyancho NwaNri
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Shot types
• Close-up of body parts
• Mid shots of individuals
• Full-length shots of individuals (if need be keep  
 faces anonymous in the shadow or from the back)
• Group shots
• Photograph scars, injuries, soles  
 of feet and other body parts
• Audio recordings 

Creative approach
Polaroid portraits with hand-written 
messages by individuals photographed.
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rescued.
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Mother of three children, she split up with 
her husband after domestic violence and 
started to work with a micro-enterprise to 
sell plantains. One day, on the way to work 
between Maroua and Kousséri, she was 
kidnapped by Boko Haram men, who took 
her to Nigeria. She managed to escape with 
the help of a woman and left for the city of 
Maiduguri, in the northeast of the country, 
where she worked in a restaurant, hosted by 
another woman. After six months of work, she 
gathered the money to leave with a group 
to Libya. The passage from Algeria to Libya 
was very traumatic for her: “At the entrance 
to Libya, during the night, the people who 
were guiding us raped us. We were also 
shot at, we scattered, we got lost and we 
found ourselves with two children who did 
not speak French, without their mothers, 
who had disappeared... We spent three 
days there looking for the mothers, before 
leaving the children alone. Who can take care 
of unknown children? The trauma of Libya 

Christelle 

Christelle, smiling, shakes hands with the MSF team as she 
disembarks in Salerno.
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already begins when we enter this country.” 
“When we arrived in Libya after two weeks 
on the road, they arrested us and put us 
in jail. I did not have anyone to call to bring 
money and free me. A man decided to help 
me and paid for me. I made a six-month 
marriage contract with him after that. In 
prison, I realized that I was pregnant, 
but I lost the child. It was a relief.”  
“I tried to cross [the Mediterranean] twice. 
The first time, we had not even left for thirty 
minutes when the Libyans arrested us, in the 
middle of the night, and immediately put us 
in jail. The second time was the good one.” 

Newly embarked survivors find on board women 
already rescued the day before. Some of them knew 
each other from their passage through Libya, where 
they had started their crossing from the same starting 
point, the town of Garabulli, east of Tripoli.

On the “streamer deck” (the floor where women and children 
stay after being rescued), women wash and hang their clothes.  
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Christelle, 42 years old, dances to African music on the “streamer deck”.

One of the women holds in her hand a paper with the contact numbers 
of the protection services, distributed by the medical team during the 
awareness-raising session on violence against women.  

Christelle, 42, dances to African 
music on the women’s floor.
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«We left Libya»
Mimi, Ivorian, 25 years old 

Mimi, 25 years old, from Ivory Coast, is showing the earing she 
kept with her all along her journey. Small objects like this one may 
seem trivial, but they still have important meaning for survivors, 
allowing them to keep a souvenir of the past or the people left 
behind.
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Mother of two children, she fled a forced 
marriage to a violent man: when her first 
husband died in a car accident, the family 
forced her to marry the deceased’s brother, a 
man who drank heavily and beat her. She had 
two miscarriages as a result of this violence. 
She became pregnant a third time and gave 
birth to a girl. When the child was six months 
old, after a violent evening with her husband 
that led her to the hospital, she decided to 
flee the house. With the encouragement of a 
friend, she decided to leave for Nigeria with 
her baby, then to Niger, then to Algeria. When 
she arrived in the desert, her daughter fell 
ill and she could not do anything to treat her 
because she had no access to care or medicine. 
She lost her daughter and had have to leave 
her there, before continuing with the group 
towards Algeria. “An immense and incon-
solable sadness” for her. She tried to cross 
the sea once but was arrested and sent to 
prison, where she was released immediately, 
to be put in a cab to a place of prostitution.

Derichelle 

A woman braids the hair of her friend with whom she made the 
journey from Libya. Among the survivors, women and children 
are staying together on the upper deck of the ship, called the 
“streamer deck”. 
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«Women, do not accept violence anymore!»
Decrichelle, Cameroonian, 32 years old

A couple of Cameroonian friends helped 
her get out. She lived for six months in 
the “campos” (the abandoned buildings or 
large outdoor spaces near the sea where 
traffickers gather migrants) before raising 
the money for another crossing. “I want to 
be in a place where I can live like a normal 
person of my age. It is not the case, too much 
suffering, too much stress. I want to be able 
to sleep at night,” she says. “I wanted to be 
here with my child. It hurts me to think that 
I am safe and she, I left her in the desert 
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Decrichelle shows the laminated paper on which she wrote down 
the numbers of the people she knows. This is the only thing she 
took with her at sea. 

Mimi, 25 years old, comes to visit the men who are staying on the 
“shelter deck”, on the ground floor of the ship. Every day between 
15.00 and 18.00, women and children are allowed to come spend 
time with the men. 
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Mother of four children, she decided 
to leave because, after the death of her 
husband, her in-laws decided to take her 
children away from her to force her older 
daughter to marry. She then took her two 
oldest daughters and left before it was 
too late, leaving a girl and a boy behind. 
When they entered Libya, they were arrested 
and put in prison. “In Libya, because 
there is no government, everyone is a 
policeman. Even when they catch you, you 
do not know who the real police is... They 
caught us and put us in a small hut, men, 
women, all together. It was very hard. Young 
boys broke the door and we ran away.” 
 “When I got out of prison, I started working 
at a man’s house.”  The man did not pay 
them. He knew they wanted to leave. 
One day, he took them to a boat, so they 
could sail away. It was their first time. 

Bintou 

Bintou, from Ivory Coast, shows a scar on her arm. She 
was injured by barbed wire as she fled the prison where 
she was held captive in Libya.
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«I have to be brave for my children» 
Bintou, Ivorian, 42 years old 

Bintou has not seen her other two children 
in two years, since she left Ivory Coast. 
“Tomorrow, I want my children to be 
somebody. When I was a child, I experienced 
a lot of bad things. My mother was blind. 
She had 15 children but only three of them 
survived. I was the only girl. I was married 
by force. I did not go to school. I want to 
send my children to school. I do not want my 
children to be married by force like me. I do 
not want my girls to have the same life.” 

Kadi, 18 years old, from the Ivory Coast, is traveling with her mother 
and her sister, Miriam. Lying down, she is reading a novel by Roukiata 
Ouédraogo, “Du miel sous les galettes”.  

On board the Geo Barents, on the “streamer deck”, the children 
spend their time playing and watching at the sea. 
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Miriam, 20 years old, from Ivory Coast, looks at herself in the mirror 
and dries her hair with a towel as she gets out of the shower on the 
“streamer deck”. 

«This family is always strong»
Miriam, Ivorian, 20 years old
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Awa, three years old, plays with a man during visiting hours on the “shelter 
deck”

On the “streamer deck”, Fatu, 19 years old, takes a selfie with 
her two children, Awa and Ebrahim, respectively three and four 
years old. 

A 4-year-old child rescued by the 
MSF team is being covered with 

a blanket by the medical team 
on board the Geo Barents. 
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Female survivors participate in an awareness-raising and discussion session on violence against 
women led by the MSF psychologist in the Geo Barents clinic room. During the session, the psycholo-

gist explains the different forms of violence (psychological, physical and sexual) and informs the survi-
vors about the different services available to protect them from violence, trafficking and female genital 

mutilation.   
 

 From left to right: Bintou, Decrichelle, Salimatou
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Bintou, 20 years old, from Guinea, is lying on the legs of Mimi, 
25 years old, from Ivory Coast, who shows the other women her 
pictures on her mobile phone.

Bintou, Guinean, 20 years old. 
 
She was 17 years old when her family forced her to 
marry a violent man. She eventually fled Conakry in 
2021 to escape violence and abuse. A long journey 
followed, crossing Mali and Algeria before arriving in 
Gadames, Libya. Her first attempt to cross the sea 
failed. The second attempt occurred in December 2022, 
when she was rescued by the MSF team. She decided to 
pierce her nose as soon as she arrived on board the Geo
Barents.  
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When the violence started two years ago, 
Sarah had no choice but to flee to Sudan in 
order to survive. When the bombings began, 
she was working in the outskirts of her town. 
“I witnessed many people being killed during 
the assault. I simply ran. I did not have time 
to understand what was going on or to gather 
my belongings. My son was in town during the 
attack with the rest of my family. I was unable 
to even bring him with me. He is eight years 
old now, and I have only spoken to him once 
in almost a year. There is still no network in 
the area, and I cannot call him. I know some of 
my relatives are looking after him, but there 
is not a day that goes by without thinking of 
him. I am worried about my son. I do not know 
how he is or what he is doing,” says Sarah.  
“I then went to Khartoum, in Sudan, to work 
and save some money to send to my child but 
I was an illegal migrant in the country. I was 
afraid of being apprehended and imprisoned, 
as it happened to many others in my situation. 
After a few months, a friend of mine helped 

Sarah

Sarah, Ethiopian, 25 years old. 
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of people, but I did not know any of them. I 
was alone. We spent five days in the desert. 
After we entered Libya, we were taken to a 
prison. There were no men in uniform, but the 
wardens were heavily armed. They used to 
beat the men every day. There was not enough 
food for everyone. I was held captive for two 
months and was only released when I paid 
the ransom. I gave them the money I earned 
while working in Khartoum. Then, we were 
transferred to another place, where I was held 
captive for ten months. They were beating us 
but they were keeping us alive, only to take 
money from us. I was eventually let go because 
I could not pay another ransom. I arrived at the 
coast a few days later and boarded a rubber 
boat with many other people to cross the sea. 
It is the same boat in which you found me.” 

On the streamer deck, women are taking care of each other. A survivor 
braids another woman’s hair. 
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Women
left behind.
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18-year-old Haidar from Adamawa state in 
Northern Nigeria is a young man whose 
glowing smile masks the weight of the burden 
he carries as the only child of his mother and 
the only boy from a family of 18 children. After 
his father died of diabetes, he had to work 
to support his mother and 17 sisters as he 
became the only male figure in the family. 
He feels the gravity of the responsibility 
that rests on his shoulders: “I am the only 
one but I know they need help. They need 
many things but until now I have not started 
doing anything that is why I am not happy.”
He left Nigeria for Libya in 2021 due to the 
insecurity caused by the Boko Haram crisis, 
which claimed the life of one of his uncles. 
He also fears for the life of his mother who 
he had to leave behind. “I even have an 
uncle who was kidnapped. We did not have 
money to collect him and they killed him. 
That is why I said let me leave Nigeria.”
Haidar never told his mother where he was 
for fear that she would not be able to bear 

Haidar

Haidar poses for a photograph on the Geo Barents rescue ship 
on 11 January 2023. 
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Haidar never told his mother where he was 
for fear that she would not be able to bear 
the thought of her child suffering. He told 
her he was working in Morocco. “I know if I 
tell my mom I am in Libya, she will be crying 
everyday and thinking [too much]. This is why 
until now I have not told my mom I was in 
Libya… because you know how Libya is.”  Libya 
is starvation, sexual and physical violence, 
torture and gross mistreatment to young men 
and women like Haidar who have made the 
difficult decision to flee their home countries. 
During his time in Libya, Haidar spent three 
months in prison where he was regularly 
tortured and beaten with metal objects.
At the time Haidar boarded the Geo Barents, 
he had not spoken to his mother for three 
months. When asked what he felt whenever 
he thought about his mother he said; “I just 
think about what would happen to her if she 
hears that I am dead. […] I know my mother 
will not stay without me. She will die.”
In spite of the inhumane treatment Haidar 
endured throughout his one year stay in 
Libya, he chooses to forge ahead with hope 
and a sheer determination to create a better 

Haidar shows some scars from injuries inflicted on him in Libya on 
10 January 2023. During his time in prison in Libya he was beaten 
with a metal object and endured many other forms of torture. 
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life not only for his mother but his entire 
community. He speaks about his dreams 
of wanting to be in a position to help not 
only his family, but everyone he knows 
who may be struggling or unable to afford 
a decent living back home in Nigeria. 
Haidar can barely speak about his mother 
without being moved to tears. He hopes to 
be able to earn a degree in International 
Relations in order to get a decent paying job 
and provide for his mother and the rest of his 
family. “I want to build my mom a big house 
and help her more… I am just missing my 
mother so much. I love my mother so much 
and my mother loves me so much. I just want 
to see her again in my life, insha Allah.”
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On 7 January 2023, another boat in distress on the most 
dangerous sea migration route in the world was spotted from 
the bridge following an alert by the Alarm Phone. Our team 
rescued 73 people including 16 unaccompanied minors people 
from a unseaworthy and overcrowded rubber boat.
Everyone safely embarked on the Geo Barents and is being 
cared for by the medical team. 

Haidar sits with other survivors during food distribution on the 
ship on the morning of disembarkation in Ancona, Italy, on 12 
January 2023.

Ahmed is photographed along with other survivors on deck a 
few days before disembarkation on 10 January 2023. 
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Ahmed, a 28-year-old Eritrean was 
born in Sudan to Eritrean parents who 
moved to Sudan to escape the war.
Having lived all his life as a refugee, Ahmed 
has never felt that he belongs to the Sudanese 
community. “I was not accepted by the 
community being a foreigner… wherever I 
go they call me abshī. I do not have official 
documents. Even papers from UNHCR do not 
provide me with protection here [in Sudan]. 
Any soldier can arrest you and ask you to 
pay money, take you to the police station.”
He wished to leave Sudan but being undoc-
umented and unable to return to Eritrea for 
fear of military conscription and an oppressive 
dictatorial regime, he decided to travel to Libya 
and cross the Mediterranean Sea to Europe. 
“The reason I will not go back to my country is 
the conscription and the presence of a regime
that oppresses the people; a dictatorship.”
Coming from a Christian family, Ahmed’s 
mother was the only one in his family who 
stood by him in spite of harassment from 
his family. She welcomed his decision to 
convert to Islam. “(Converting faith) affected 

Ahmed

Ahmed is photographed wearing a watch he bought on his 
way to Libya from Egypt. When asked what his most valuable 
possession was, he mentioned that it was this watch as it held 
cherished memories of his friend Mehdi who he met in Egypt. 
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me, affected my friendships… For sure (I 
faced issues because of that). At first, from 
the family… In the beginning, I was secre-
tive… until my family knew then harassment 
started. But my mother accepted me. She told 
me, whatever makes you comfortable, do it.”
To Ahmed, his mother is his source of inspi-
ration and one of his reasons for making 
the journey from Sudan through Egypt and 
into Libya. “She has a really big role in my 
life. She was continuously supportive and 
motivating me, wishing me the best. She is 
my inspiration… I hope to meet her again.”
For over three years spent in Libya, Ahmed had 
been in constant contact with his mother until 
four days before he boarded the small rubber 
boat with 73 other young men leaving Tripoli in 
hopes to make it to Italy. He misses her dearly 
and speaks strongly about the warmth she 
brings to his life. “I love hearing her voice for 
sure, and seeing her face on video call. When I 
am talking to her it is like going back to her. It is 
true that I cannot hug her and kiss her hands 
but it makes foreignness feels more tolerable.”
For Ahmed, the treacherous journey means 

“I want to sleep but I fear that I am living in a dream
For the real and the dream have become one.
Is all this risk for this moment?

I didn’t believe I could do it
But when I did, I neither felt joy nor sadness
Am I empty or what happened to me?

I want to be as I was in the past
Feeling joy and sadness 
But all the beautiful things have died.

Do not worry mother for I am on the other side
Will I face greater challenges and obstacles?

I no longer trust in the future 
As if I was born for agony and struggle
I have aged but I wish I never had.”
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not only a chance to finally “live as a decent 
human” but also to support and provide 
for his mother and make her proud of him. 
Perhaps one day, he hopes, he will be able to 
take her out of Sudan. “When you are born 
and look at the situation you are in and see 
how much your mother suffers for you and 
does everything possible for you then you 
must help and make her proud of you.”

“When I look at you , oh Sea
I feel like you are my twin and partner
In all the struggles of my life.

You try always to stay calm on the outside
But on the inside you are stormy.

You try to be well 
Despite the storms and the wind that fall upon you.
How is it possible for you to be so calm?”
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Medical team leader, Gianna, talks with a survivor shortly after a rescue 
operation on 6 January 2023. Gianna oversees the delivery of medical 
care and services to all survivors on board the ship. 

Ahmed shelters from the cold with a blanket as he awaits disembarkation 
in Italy on 12 January 2023.

On 1 January 2023, following a request from the Italian Maritime 
Rescue Coordination Centre, the MSF team  rescued 41 people in 
distress in international waters off Libya. The life-saving opera-
tion was carried out in total darkness and in difficult conditions, 
as the boat capsized and people were recovered from the water. 
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Chiaman* and Sulaiman Mohammad read through a language book given to them by the 
MSF team on 8 January 2023. Survivors are given a kit containing a set of clothes, a blanket 

as well as some learning materials to help with communication upo n arrival in Italy.

*name changed to protect identity

*name changed to protect id
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*names changed to protect identity
17-year-old Kofi is the only son and the oldest 
child from a family of four children. His father 
was a farmer and his mother, a stay-at home 
mom who often begged for money in the 
street. With no means to continue his educa-
tion, he was invited to Libya by a former 
schoolmate who told him he could work in 
Libya and earn money to continue his studies 
back home in Ghana, or even in Europe.
While working in Libya, Kofi got news that 
his father, a farmer, had been killed during 
a conflict between local groups. “I lost my 
father since I was in Libya. My mother cannot 
take care of my sisters so she sent them to 
an orphanage home because she is getting 
old. Now I am very happy because I hope 
that when I arrive in Italy I can work hard 
and take care of my mother and sisters. That 
would be the best achievement of my life.”
The death of his father left him, the only 
male child, with the responsibility of taking 
care of his mother and three younger 
sisters: Afia* who is almost 15 years old, 

Kofi

Kofi* poses for a portrait on board the rescue ship on 11 January 
2023. 
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Akuba* who is almost 12 years old and 
the youngest, Yaba*, who is 10 years old.
He speaks about being the only son, and 
having to take on the responsibility of 
providing for his mother and sisters. “I will 
not allow my sisters and my mother to 
suffer like me because I have faced so many 
challenges and I know how a person feels 
when he or she does not have anything. […] 
If only I had the chance, whatever they need 
I would provide it for them. I want to work 
for them not even for myself… I want them 
to achieve their goals.” On his first attempt 
to cross the sea, Kofi was arrested by the 
Libyans and spent four months in prison. The 
news of his imprisonment and the torture he 
endured caused his mother to develop high 
blood pressure. Owing to her age and health 
complications, she could no longer care for his 
three younger sisters and so, was forced to 
put them into an orphanage. “Since that time 
she got sick because she got blood pressure. 
She has not been normal so all I think about 
is that if I arrive safely I can even bring her 
[here] so that they give her good treatment 

“If I look at this sea I remember something a lot 
because sometimes I always think about my people
I lost because I think I also died because we suffer a lot 
Crossing this sea to Europe is not easy so I always try to
advise my people who are coming to cross this sea. 
Always never give up, depend on God 
and keep praying hard. God will do for us so never give up”
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and I can even take care of my sisters and 
remove them from that orphanage home.”
Kofi hopes to be able to continue his educa-
tion in Europe in order to earn a decent 
salary so he can send his sisters to school 
and provide for his ageing mother. He 
speaks about how much he loves them and 
lives for them.“I love them because those 
are the only people I have in my life.” 
To Kofi, it seems to be an honour, a struggle 
worth enduring, to be able to provide for 
the women in his life. A resilient young 
man, full of hope and looking to the future 
with bright eyes in spite of the violence 
and torture he endured in Libya, Kofi says: 
“Pain does not kill so never give up.”

I feel happy because now I can see 
that I want to become someone in future.
I am always proud of myself because
I am now out of danger
and my future is bright.
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MSF
women.
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“I really feel fulfilled caring for women. 
That feeds my soul. Being a sounding 
board for women, sharing their happiest 
moments, their most joyful moments, and 
their most sorrowful moments. Like being 
a part of that, sharing that with them. It is 
a privilege. I feel blessed that they allow 
me to be a part of that with them.”

Kira

Portrait of Kira, midwife
 
MSF team members Fulvia, Carolina and Nejma, help an 
injured survivor get on board the ship during a rescue opera-
tion on 6 January 2023



  COMPANY

Portrait of Anabel, leader of the search and rescue team 

Portrait of Ayla, medical team leader 
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MSF midwife Kira (left) and psychologist Graziana (middle) are having a medical consultation with Julia*, a 20-year-
old Eritrean woman who was rescued on 3 January 2023. Julia fled Eritrea leaving behind her parents and siblings 
to get away from an oppressive dictatorial regime and avoid being conscripted into the military. Kira conducts 
medical consultations to assess the physical and sexual well-being of survivors in order to provide adequate 
treatment, referrals and certificates, while Grazianna provides therapy sessions for all rescued individuals.  

*Name changed to protect identity. 
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“I think I am a more organic and less fluffy or 
pompous concept of happiness, and more 
true feelings, like raw. We are human here. 
We are all equal. We have nothing. We share 
the same things. And the feelings are just 
there, the feeling of happiness or the feeling 
of anxiety when they are going to this environ-
ment just without anything else that we put 
labels on when we are back home. So it is 
very pure - feelings in general - all of them.”

Lucia 

Deputy project coordinator, Lucia is preparing herself in the 
changing room before going to the “shelter deck”.
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Cultural mediator, Nejma, helps a survivor take a seat during a rescue 
operation on 6 January 2023. 

Deputy project coordinator, Lucia (right), welcomes survivors aboard 
the Geo Barents rescue ship along with cultural mediator, Riad 
(middle), and humanitarian liaison officer, Sebastien (left), on 6 
January 2023. 
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“I am African also, I am Middle Eastern. I 
am a mother. I am a woman. There are so 
many things that link us together. Maybe 
also the fact that I had to flee. That is a 
big part of it. Because I do not think you 
can be a good cultural mediator If you do 
not understand where they are when we 
find them. And you need understanding 
and no books can explain that to you.”

Nejma 

MSF team members Fulvia, Carolina and Nejma, help an injured 
survivor get on board the ship during a rescue operation on 6 
January 2023
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Cultural mediator Nejma converses with some survivors aboard the 
Geo Barents on 9 of January 2023. In addition to bridging languages 
and cultures, Nejma, who was a refugee herself, makes a point of 
spending time with the survivors both individually and collectively 
to answer their questions and provide them with much needed 
advice, support and encouragement. 
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Thank you.


